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Introducing VN

Reference 1



VN: His Life in Art

Source

https://vnbiblio.com/


VN: His Life in Art

POEMS and PROBLEMS, 1970

Source

https://vnbiblio.com/


VN: His Life in Science

Plebejus argyrognomon Plebejus pseudaegon insularis

Reference 2



VN: His Life in Science

Reference 3



VNʼs Artistry: Some Stylistic Points

 Watermark of High
Literary Style

 Patterned Imagery

 Multi-layered Structure

Source Reference 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

https://www.etsy.com/in-en/listing/964050035/spiral-puzzle


“Literature, real literature, must not be gulped down like some

potion which may be good for the heart or good for the brain—

the brain, that stomach of the soul. Literature must be taken and

broken to bits, pulled apart, squashed—then its lovely reek will

be smelt in the hollow of the palm, it will be munched and rolled

upon the tongue with relish; then, and only then, its rare flavor

will be appreciated at its true worth and the broken and crushed

parts will again come together in your mind and disclose the

beauty of a unity to which you have contributed something of

your own blood.”

— Lectures on Russian Literature, 1981A Cue from VN

Source

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperplane


The Broader Problem

Source

https://naginplease.medium.com/a-guide-to-essential-literary-terms-1efe33f196af


Source Reference 9

https://thenabokovian.org/resources/conferences/hidden-program


VNʼs Style: Hidden in
Plain View I

“There the lank, fifteen-year-old lad I then was, sought shelter during a

thunderstorm, of which there was an inordinate number that July. I

dream of my pavilion at least twice a year….It hangs around, so to

speak, with the unobtrusiveness of an artist’s signature. I find it

clinging to a corner of the dream canvas or cunningly worked into

some ornamental part of the picture. At times, however, it seems to be

suspended in the middle distance, a trifle baroque, and yet in tune with

the handsome trees, dark fir and bright birch, whose sap once ran

through its timber. Wine-red and bottle-green and dark-blue lozenges

of stained glass lend a chapel-like touch to the latticework of its

casements.”

— Speak, Memory; Ch. 11, p. 215

Source

https://www.opticalillusionsportal.com/55-mind-blowing-hidden-illusion/


The Story of Pencils

“It was not a hexagonal beauty of Virginia juniper or African cedar, with the
maker’s name imprinted in silver foil, but a very plain, round, technically
faceless old pencil of cheap pine, dyed a dingy lilac.”

— Transparent Things; Ch. 3, p. 6

“With his red and blue pencil the blue-eyed, red-faced official made little
crosses here and there on the papers, showing Krug where to sign.”

— Bend Sinister; Ch. 18, p. 229

“On the table glistened a clean sheet of paper and, distinctly outlined against
this whiteness, lay a beautifully sharpened pencil, as long as the life of any man
except Cincinnatus, and with an ebony gleam to each of its six facets.”

— Invitation to a Beheading; Ch. 1, p. 12



The Story behind
Place-Names

Unter den Linden is a boulevard in the central Mitte district of Berlin, Germany. It is named after
the linden trees that line the grassed pedestrian mall on the median and the two broad carriageways.
The avenue links numerous Berlin sights, landmarks, and rivers for sightseeing.

Source: WikipediaSource

“Near that streetlight veined lime-leaves
masquerade in chrysoprase…”

— The Gift; Ch. 3, p. 156

“A bench stands under the translucent tree.”
— The Gift; Ch. 3, p. 157

“Within the linden’s bloom the streetlight
winks.”

— The Gift; Ch. 3, p. 176

“The pseudo-Parisian character of Unter-
den-Linden.”

— The Gift; Ch. 5, p. 359

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unter_den_Linden
https://www.lemontreetravel.com/uploads/2/4/5/6/24562760/img-3062_orig.jpg


VNʼs Style: Hidden in
Plain View II

“I was given a tremendously invigorating shock....Between them, as

they evenly progressed, I strutted, and trotted, and strutted again,

from sun fleck to sun fleck, along the middle of a path, which I easily

identify today with an alley of ornamental oaklings in the park of our

country estate, Vyra, in the former Province of St. Petersburg,

Russia.... My father, let it be noted, had served his term of military

training long before I was born, so I suppose he had that day put on

the trappings of his old regiment as a festive joke. To a joke, then, I

owe my first gleam of complete consciousness—which again has

recapitulatory implications, since the first creatures on earth to

become aware of time were also the first creatures to smile.”

— Speak, Memory; Ch. 1, p. 22

Source: One of the largest Q.
robur trees near St. Petersburg



Trees, Trees,
Everywhere

“Yes, that was Coppée and now comes the cousin,” said Van,

and he recited:

“Their fall is gentle. The leavesdropper

Can follow each of  them and know

The oak tree by its leaf  of  copper,

The maple by its blood-red glow.”

“Pah!” uttered the versionist.

“Not at all!” cried Demon. “That ‘leavesdropper’ is a splendid

trouvaille, girl.”

— Ada; Pt. 1, Ch. 20, p. 127

Source

https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-oak-and-maple-trees-at-their-peak-of-fall-color-these-trees-are-located-26581001.html


“It was as if someone, having seen a certain oak tree (further called

Individual T) growing in a certain land and casting its own unique shadow

on the green and brown ground, had proceeded to erect in his garden a

prodigiously intricate piece of machinery which in itself was as unlike that

or any other tree as the translator’s inspiration and language were unlike

those of the original author, …. when completed, cast a shadow exactly

similar to that of Individual T—the same outline, changing in the same

manner, with the same double and single spots of suns rippling in the same

position, at the same hour of the day.”

— Bend Sinister; Ch. 7, p. 119

VNʼs Interconnected Worlds

Source

https://www.robertmalmberg.com/shop-limited-edition-prints/p/live-oak-silhouette


And much, much, more!



Tree Uses

Setting of a Story Functional Uses

Meta Objects
Source

http://the-witness.net/news/2013/06/2157


“a graph of  data intended to accumulate

and convey knowledge of  the real world,

whose nodes represent entities of  interest and

whose edges represent relations between these entities.”

Reference 10



Tree Annotation Vocabulary (TAV)

Open Annotation Model SKOS
http://www.w3.org/ns/oa http://www.w3.org/2004/02/skos/core#



An Example

“And when the whole surface had turned a ridiculous lilac color

and Mary’s fingers looked as if she had just been picking

bilberries, Ganin, turning away and staring hard through

narrowed eyes at a yellowy-green, warm, flowing something

which at normal times was linden foliage, announced to Mary

that he had been in love with her for a long time.”

— Mary, Ch. 8, p. 59

Source: Vintage Books

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/119449/mary-by-vladimir-nabokov/


ht
tp

s:
//

w
3i

d.
or

g
/t

av



TAV: Features

Information Objects

Entity Mentions

Entity Occurrences

External Matches

Literary Themes

Geographical Distribution



Tree-ID: Where is it?

Identification and collection of tree-like entities from the
Nabokovian corpus and present them as an annotated dataset.Source:

Ontotext

https://www.ontotext.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/The-task-of-Entity-Linking.png


“Trees can be thought of as verbs, rather than nouns- tree-ing, or tree-ifying. Itʼs a strategy, a way
of being, like swimming or flying, even though to our eyes, itʼs happening in very slow motion.”



birch
bladder senna
boxwood
brazil nut
cactus
cedar
cherry
chestnut
cornel
cottonwood
cypress
dogwood
douglas fir

magnolia
mahogany
maidenhair
maple
medlar
mimosa
mulberry
myrrh
myrtle
oak
scrub oak
cork oak
oleander

larch
laurel
lemon
lilac
lime
linden
lingonberry
liquidambar

thuja
tulip
tupelo
walnut
wattle
willow
yew
yuccapalm

paulownia
pear
pecan
persimmon
pine
plane
plum
poplar

alder
almond
apple
apricot
araucaria
arborvitae
arbutus
ash
aspen

iroko
jacaranda
jasmine
judas
juniper
kapok
larch
laurel

ebony
elder
elm
fig
fir

Source

 Wikipedia List of Trees

 Book Indexes

• The Secret Life of Trees

• Nabokovʼs Secret Trees

Gazetteer Approach

Reference 9, 11

https://static.vecteezy.com/system/resources/previews/013/489/280/non_2x/searching-for-information-and-strategy-concept-young-serious-businessman-standing-and-looking-at-various-papers-official-document-with-magnifier-searching-for-information-illustration-vector.jpg


The Trouble with Entities

Disguised Mentions

Multilingual Echoes

Entity Coreferences



Tree-ID: What is it?

Source:
Ontotext

https://www.ontotext.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Entity-linking-is-crucial-for-identifying-the-specific-entities.png


Douglas
Fir?

White/Silver
Birch?

Cork/Holm/
English Oak?

Fir/Spruce
Tree?

Eastern Red
Cedar?

Broad Match

Close Match

Exact Match

Horse/Sweet
Chestnut?

Botanical Identity



Every Tree in its Right Place

“He would forget his cigarette case under a larch, which he was
some time in learning to distinguish from a pine.”

— The Gift; Ch. 4, p. 289

“. . .th is def iciency of botanica l knowledge was immediately made
up by a “general ization” when he maintained with the conviction
of an ignoramus that “they [the f lowers of the Siberian taiga] are
all just the same as those which bloom all over Russia !”

— The Gift; Ch. 4, p. 244Source

https://www.britannica.com/science/taiga


Tree KB: Wikidata

Source

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q754765


Tree KB: DBPedia

Source

https://dbpedia.org/page/Larix_sibirica


Kinds of Tree

Reference 9



Tree Kinds

Reference 9



Source

And much more!

https://www.freepik.com/premium-vector/set-tree-silhouette-vector-illustration_22856918.htm


Results: Treeific Data

20
Books

5300+
Pages

2000+
Entity
Mentions

130+
Tree
Types

 Textual Occurrence

 Geographic Locations

 Literary Themes

 References to Artworks

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194


Results: Illustrative Benchmarking

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194

F1 ScoreRecallPrecisionSystem

93.9%89.6%98.5%ChatGPT-4

92.8%88.3%97.8%Gemini

95.3%92.2%98.6%Llama-3.1

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194


Results: A Snippet of Tree-KG
Source: Ontotextʼs GraphDB

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194


Take Aways

o A Network Analysis of Trees

o References to Artworks

o Connecting to the LOD Cloud

o A Scalable Approach

o KGs + LLMs = Literary Interpretation?

Reference 12
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