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Introducing VN

45

There was once a Russian writer, let’s call him V, who was prodi-
giously gifted: learned, intelligent, observant, inventive. He wrote
poems, plays and novels, but above all novels, and in the first part
of his career he built up a considerable reputation in the limited but
distinguished circles of those who could read him: Russians abroad,
other non-Soviet readers of Russian. One such reader, herself a
novelist, said V’s book about a tormented chess genius was cer-
tainly the best novel of the emigration; later she said it was the best
Russian novel of the century.
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VN: His Life in Art
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VN: His

Life in Art

ODE TO A MODEL

I have followed you, model,
in magazine ads through all seasons,
from dead leaf on the sod

to red leaf on the breeze,

from your lily-white armpit

to the tip of your butterfly eyelash,
charming and pitiful,

silly and stylish.

Or in kneesocks and tartan

standing there like some fabulous symbol,
parted feet pointing outward

—pedal form of akimbo.

On a lawn, in a parody

Of Spring and its cherry tree,
near a vase and a parapet,
virgin practicing archery.

Ballerina, black-masked,
near a parapet of alabaster.
“Can one—somebody asked—

rhyme ‘star’ and ‘disaster’?”

Can one picture a blackbird

THE ROOM

The room a dying poet took

at nightfall in a dead hotel

had both directories—the Book
of Heaven and the Book of Bell.

It had a mirror and a chair,

it had a window and a bed,

its ribs let in the darkness where
rain glistened and a shopsign bled.

Not tears, not terror, but a blend

of anonymity and doom,

it seemed, that room, to condescend
to imitate a normal room.

Whenever some automobile
subliminally slit the night,

the walls and ceiling would reveal
a wheeling skeleton of light.

Soon afterwards the room was mine.

A similar striped cageling, I

groped for the lamp and found the line
“Alone, unknown, unloved, I die”

in pencil, just above the bed.
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VN’s Artistry: Some Stylistic Points

» Watermark of High
Literary Style

> Patterned Imagery

» Multi-layered Structure

Reference 4, 5, 6, 7, 8


https://www.etsy.com/in-en/listing/964050035/spiral-puzzle

Source

“Literature, real literature, must not be gulped down like some
potion which may be good for the heart or good for the brain—
the brain, that stomach of the soul. Literature must be taken and
broken to bits, pulled apart, squashed—then its lovely reek will
be smelt in the hollow of the palm, it will be munched and rolled
upon the tongue with relish; then, and only then, its rare flavor
will be appreciated at its true worth and the broken and crushed
parts will again come together in your mind and disclose the
beauty of a unity to which you have contributed something of
your own blood.”

— Lectures on Russian Literature, 1981


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hyperplane

QUESTION

Can Literature be studied by examining the

knowledge embodied by a certain class of

entities that an author explicitly or implicitly

THE GREAT GN-DEN |
~ WAMMER OF KYPERBOLE ONOMATOPOEIA ENGINE

refers to in a body of work?

The Broader Problem

Source


https://naginplease.medium.com/a-guide-to-essential-literary-terms-1efe33f196af
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Stephen H. Blackwell


https://thenabokovian.org/resources/conferences/hidden-program

“There the lank, fifteen-year-old lad I then was, sought shelter during a
thunderstorm, of which there was an inordinate number that July. |
dream of my pavilion at least twice a year....It hangs around, so to
speak, with the unobtrusiveness of an artist’s signature. I find it
clinging to a corner of the dream canvas or cunningly worked into
some ornamental part of the picture. At times, however, it seems to be
suspended in the middle distance, a trifle baroque, and yet in tune with
the handsome trees, dark fir and bright birch, whose sap once ran
through its timber. Wine-red and bottle-green and dark-blue lozenges

of stained glass lend a chapel-like touch to the latticework of its

VN’s Style: Hidden in
Plain View 1

casements.”

— Speak, Memory; Ch. 11, p. 215

Source


https://www.opticalillusionsportal.com/55-mind-blowing-hidden-illusion/

“It was not a hexagonal beauty of , with the
maker’s name imprinted in silver foil, but a very plain, round, technically
, dyed a dingy lilac.”

— Transparent Things; Ch. 3, p. 6

“With his the blue-eyed, red-faced official made little
crosses here and there on the papers, showing Krug where to sign.”

— Bend Sinister; Ch. 18, p. 229

“On the table glistened a clean sheet of paper and, distinctly outlined against
this whiteness, lay , as long as the life of any man
except Cincinnatus, and with an ¥

— Invitation to a Beheading; Ch. 1, p. 12

The Story of Pencils




“Near that streetlight veined lime-leaves
masquerade in chrysoprase...”
— The Gift; Ch. 3, p. 156

“A bench stands under the translucent tree.”
— The Gift; Ch. 3, p. 157

“Within the linden’s bloom the streetlight

winks.”
— The Gift; Ch. 3, p. 176

“The pseudo-Parisian character of Unter-
den-Linden.”
— The Gift; Ch. 5, p. 359

The Story behind
Unter den Linden is a boulevard in the central Mitte district of Berlin, Germany. It is named after
- the linden trees that line the grassed pedestrian mall on the median and the two broad carriageways.
P I ace N ames The avenue links numerous Berlin sights, landmarks, and rivers for sightseeing.

Source Source: Wikipedia



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Unter_den_Linden
https://www.lemontreetravel.com/uploads/2/4/5/6/24562760/img-3062_orig.jpg

e £l
5 ',;’ei'."i" ._'.).:_,_ ] ‘ / %, o‘? B, X

VN’s Style: Hidde
Plain View I1

Source: One of the largest Q.
robur trees near St. Petersburg
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“I was given a tremendously invigorating shock....Between them, as
they evenly progressed, I strutted, and trotted, and strutted again,
from sun fleck to sun fleck, along the middle of a path, which I easily
Identify today with an alley of ornamental oaklings in the park of our
country estate, Vyra, in the former Province of St. Petersburg,
Russia.... My father, let it be noted, had served his term of military
training long before | was born, so | suppose he had that day put on
the trappings of his old regiment as a festive joke. To a joke, then, |
owe my first gleam of complete consciousness—which again has
recapitulatory implications, since the first creatures on earth to
become aware of time were also the first creatures to smile.”

— Speak, Memory; Ch. 1, p. 22



“Yes, that was Coppée and now comes the cousin,” said Van,

and he recited:

“Their fall is gentle. The leavesdropper
Can follow each of them and know
The oak tree by its leaf of copper,
The maple by its blood-red glow.”

“Pah!” uttered the versionist.

g W \ “Not at all!” cried Demon. “That ‘leavesdropper’ is a splendid

Trees, Trees, trouvaille, girl.”
Everywhere — Ada; Pt. 1, Ch. 20, p. 127

Source



https://www.alamy.com/stock-photo-oak-and-maple-trees-at-their-peak-of-fall-color-these-trees-are-located-26581001.html

VN’s Interconnected Worlds

“It was as If someone, having seen a certain oak tree (further called
Individual T) growing in a certain land and casting its own unigque shadow
on the green and brown ground, had proceeded to erect in his garden a
prodigiously intricate piece of machinery which in itself was as unlike that
or any other tree as the translator’s inspiration and language were unlike
those of the original author, .... when completed, cast a shadow exactly
similar to that of Individual T—the same outline, changing in the same
manner, with the same double and single spots of suns rippling in the same

position, at the same hour of the day.”

— Bend Sinister; Ch. 7, p. 119

Source


https://www.robertmalmberg.com/shop-limited-edition-prints/p/live-oak-silhouette




Setting of a Sto o Functional Uses

Meta Objects

Source


http://the-witness.net/news/2013/06/2157

 Case for

Knowledge Graphs

“a graph of data intended to accumulate
and convey knowledge of the real world,
whose nodes represent entities of interest and

whose edges represent relations between these entities.”

Reference 10



Tree Annotation Vocabulary (TAV)
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Source: Vintage Books

“And when the whole surface had turned a ridiculous lilac color
and Mary’s fingers looked as if she had just been picking
bilberries, Ganin, turning away and staring hard through
narrowed eyes at a Yyellowy-green, warm, flowing something
which at normal times was linden foliage, announced to Mary

that he had been in love with her for a long time.”

— Mary, Ch. 8, p. 59


https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/119449/mary-by-vladimir-nabokov/
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Information Objects

Entity Mentions

Entity Occurrences
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TAV: Features




Tree-ID: Where is It?
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Identification and collection of tree-like entities from the

Source: Nabokovian corpus and present them as an annotated dataset.
Ontotext


https://www.ontotext.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/The-task-of-Entity-Linking.png

——— LIVING WORLD ———

What makes a tree a
tree?

Despite numerous studies and 30-plus genomes under their belts, scientists

are still struggling to nail down the defining traits of these tall, long-lived,
woody plants

By Rachel Ehrenberg | 03302018

“Trees can be thought of as verbs, rather than nouns- tree-ing, or tree-ifying. It's a strategy, a way
of being, like swimming or flying, even though to our eyes, it's happening in very slow motion.”



Gazetteer Approach

% Wikipedia List of Trees

» Book Indexes
e The Secret Life of Trees

« Nabokov’s Secret Trees

[rleg.ex
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thuja
tulip
tupelo
walnut
wattle
willow
yew
yucca

magnolia
mahogany
maidenhair
maple
medlar
mimosa

3 Mmulberry
myrrh
myrtle
oak

scrub oak
cork oak
oleander

iroko
jacaranda
jasmine
judas
juniper
kapok
larch
laure
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Disguised Mentions

Multilingual Echoes

Entity Coreferences

The Trouble with Entities




Tree-ID: What is it?
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Ontotext \ ) Entity linking is crucial for identifying the specific entities



https://www.ontotext.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Entity-linking-is-crucial-for-identifying-the-specific-entities.png
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https://www.britannica.com/science/taiga

Tree KB: Wikidata

WIKIDATA

Main page
Community portal
Project chat
Create a new ltem
Recent changes
Random ltem
Query Service
Nearby

Help

Donate

Lexicographical data

Create a new Lexeme
Recent changes
Random Lexeme

Tools

What links here
Related changes
Special pages
Permanent link

Page information
Concept URI

Cite this page

Get shortened URL
Download QR code

ltem Discussion

Larix sibirica Q754765

Read View history

Search Wikidata

species of plant
Larix siberica | Siberian Larch

~ In more languages

Configure

Language Label
English Larix sibirica
Hindi No labe
Bangla No label
Telugu No label de

All entered languages

Statements

o o
instance of & taxon

=

« 0 references

Description Also known as

species of plant Larix siberica

Siberian Larch

No description defined
SfETHa aGs
No descr defined

2 edit

+ add reference

+ add value

2 edit



https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q754765

Tree KB: DBPedia

—— DBpedla @ Browse using ™ [ Formats ~ [ Faceted Browser [ Spargl Endpoint

About; Larix sibirica

Larix sibirica, the Siberian larch or Russian larch, is a frost-hardy tree native to western Russia, from close to the Finnish border

east to the Yenisei valley in central Siberia, where it hybridises with the Dahurian larch L. gmelinii of eastern Siberia; the hybrid is
known as Larix x czekanowskii.

Property Value
dbo:abstract = Larix sibirica, the Siberian larch or Russian larch, is a frost-hardy tree native to western Russia, from close to the Finnish border east to the Yenisei

valley in central Siberia, where it hybridises with the Dahurian larch L. gmelinii of eastern Siberia; the hybrid is known as Larix x czekanowskii. (en)

dbo:thumbnail » wiki-commons:Special:FilePath/Siberian-larch.jpg?width=300

dbo:wikiPageExternallink » http://www.pinetum.org/cones/mpfcones.htm

e https://arboretum.harvard.edu/plants/image-search/%3Fkeyword=Larix+sibirica8isubmit=Search
» https://web.archive.org/web/20060928001435/http:/www.conifers.org/pi/la/sibirica.htm



https://dbpedia.org/page/Larix_sibirica

Kinds of Tree
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Date Palm Arolla Pine Ponderosa Pine Reference 9
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https://www.freepik.com/premium-vector/set-tree-silhouette-vector-illustration_22856918.htm

Results: Treeific Data

2000+
5300+ Y
Mentions
Pages
Y
20

Books
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Tree
Types

> Textual Occurrence

» Geographic Locations

> Literary Themes

» References to Artworks

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194



https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194

Results: Illustrative Benchmarking

System Precision Recall F1 Score
ChatGPT-4 98.5% 89.6% 93.9%
Gemini 97.8% 88.3% 92.8%
Llama-3.1 98.6% 92.2% 95.3%

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194



https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13382194

. has body
St
M 33

M

]
0]

2 predicates

M 30
4
has body ; &
M éul s targEE r = = .
& f o 4 £
< : PRI
£ .

Lt
4
o

%

has exact match

Q149319

: W 2ntion_SoVM123
M
Source: Ontotext’s GraphDB

Results: A Snippet of Tree-KG _ P
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Take Aways

o A Network Analysis of Trees
o References to Artworks

o Connecting to the LOD Cloud
o A Scalable Approach

o KGs + LLMs = Literary Interpretation?

Reference 12
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